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Course description for Curriculum Committee*  

The course will present the current scientific understanding of the impact of greenhouse gas emissions 

on our climate, and physical and natural systems and economy including our oceans in a manner that 

should be understandable to those with or without a scientific background.  It will also explore what we 

can do individually and collectively to address the crisis that greenhouse gas emissions resulting from 

human activities has produced.   

The instruction format will be lecture and discussion with occasional small-group interactions via Break-

out sessions. 

The perspective offered will be the current scientific consensus. The views of science deniers or skeptics 

will be addressed only to point out flaws in argument or reasoning. included.  

Registrants are not expected to have a broad scientific background. Although the focus will be on 

science, my intent is to present this in a manner that is broadly accessible and comprehensible to a non-

scientific audience.  

Class PowerPoint presentations will be available to participants from a course website in pdf format and 

optional reading and viewing materials will be posted on that website for those interested to explore 

them but there will be no expected outside reading or viewing material. 

Participants will be expected to log on to the ZOOM presentation each week during the designated time. 

As indicated, the PPT presentations will be available as pdf files on the website. I will also try (to 

(remember) to record the sessions and make videos available through the website.  

My plan is to invite questions during the presentation and incorporate breaks in the program to invite 

questions that arise. 

Your plan * 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Southern Oregon 

Sessions 1 & 2 Course Introduction, the scientific explanations of the main effects of greenhouse gas 

emissions (global warming and ocean acidification), the main competing hypotheses, 

credibility of computer models. 

Sessions 3, 4, 5 The physical climate change consequences of global warming; local trends and 

projections  

Sessions 6, 7, 8 The biological consequences of global warming; impacts on individual species; 

impacts on terrestrial natural ecosystems, impacts on aquatic natural systems.  

Sessions 9 & 10 Individual and collective action to address the climate crisis.  

Qualifications* 

mailto:alanjournet@gmail.com


Ph.D. in Entomology and over 30 years college teaching (mostly at Southeast Missouri State University), 

retiring as Professor emeritus. in 2010.  

Co-founder and co-facilitator of Southern Oregon Climate Action Now (socan.eco), established in 

September 2012. The mission of SOCAN is to promote awareness and understanding about the 

science of global warming and its climate change consequences and motivate individual and 

collective action to address it.  As a result, I have extensive experience in teaching especially this 

content (also having taught the subject through OLLI some 17 times previously and SOCAN’s 
Master Climate Protector course for 7 offerings). I have also been involved in promoting 

individual, local, and state action to address the climate crisis throughout the existence of 

SOCAN. 

Course description: 

Through PowerPoint based lecture and discussion, this course will explore the current scientific 

understanding of how greenhouse gas emissions are impacting our climate and our physical and 

biological systems.  While the problem is global, Southern Oregon will be the focus of examples.  

We will also discuss what individual and collective actions are appropriate to address the climate 

crisis generated by our behavior.  Although the content will emphasize the science, this will be 

presented in such a way that those without a scientific background can understand the issues.  

The views of science deniers and climate change skeptics will only be included to illustrate flaws 

in their arguments and reasoning. 

Additional information for the note 

I ask only that participants come with curiosity and a willingness to explore and discuss the scientific 

consensus regarding the climate crisis. 

Instructor Statement: 

Dr. Alan Journet hails from the U.K. He retired after 30 years teaching biology and environmental 

science at Southeast Missouri State University.  Alan co-founded and now co-facilitates 

Southern Oregon Climate Action Now, has offered many presentations and courses addressing 

the science of global warming and its climate change consequences, and has considerable 

experience promoting individual, local, and statewide climate action.   


