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Follow-up Comments on the DEQ Climate Protection Program Rules  

DEQ Director Whitman 

Office of Greenhouse Gas Programs Manager McConnaha 

I write these follow-up notes again on behalf of the over 1500 rural and coastal Southern Oregonians 

who are Southern Oregon Climate Action Now to urge passage of the Climate Protection Program.  

Oregonians living in rural and coastal regions are on the frontlines of climate change.  Many of us are 

engaged in agriculture and forestry while many coastal residents depend on the ocean for their 

livelihood.  For many years we have been experiencing a profound decrease in winter snowpack and 

summer precipitation accompanied by an increase in summer drought with a consequent drying of the 

soils and vegetation and resulting increased fire risk.  Meanwhile, the acidification of our oceans is 

already compromising the regional seafood industry.  Smoke from the fires is becoming an increasing 

hazard for all residents especially those experiencing respiratory difficulties.   

In short, we are suffering from the climate and other consequences of the ongoing emissions of 

greenhouse gases. We know that Oregon’s contribution to the problem is small, but we also know that 
unless Oregon does its part to reduce emissions, we will have no moral authority or credibility in asking 

other states and nations to reduce theirs.  We urge DEQ and the EQC to place Oregon among the global 

leaders in reducing emissions and promoting carbon sequestration.  Our children and grandchildren, 

along with all life in Southern Oregon urge upon us the best climate program possible.   

We know that the planet is confronted by a climate crisis of our own making.  We know that concerted 

action is long overdue and that we cannot kick this can down the road any longer.  We know a Climate 

Protection Program is essential if Oregon is to contribute its share to addressing the crisis.  We therefore 

urge approval of a strong CPP.  

However, that stated, we urge the DEQ to strengthen the proposal in three critical ways: 

1- Please follow the science that tells us if we want a greater than 50% chance of keeping global 

warming to the 1.5⁰C above pre-industrial conditions our greenhouse gas emissions budget will be 
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exhausted in 5 to 9 years.  This means that by 2030 we must have induced a vast reduction in 

emissions and established a substantial program of carbon sequestration.  

2- Please ensure that all major climate polluters are included in the cap and reduce program.  This 

means we should include all stationary sources of emissions and not exclude or exempt methane 

(natural) gas-fueled power plants.  

3- We know that for far too long, the consequences of pollution have been born by the most 

disadvantaged among us.  It is absolutely essential that efforts to rein in emissions should be 

undertaken in such a way that the years of social injustice are corrected.  Please embed social 

justice / equity resolution more deeply and consistently throughout the program. 

Throughout the public engagement surrounding development of this program, industrial 

representatives have been arguing some combination of four ideas:  

(i) they claim to accept the need to address climate change,  

(ii) they claim to be already addressing it when clearly, many are not, and  

(iii) many argue that it is unreasonable to expect them to reduce their emissions on the designated 

trajectory and  

(iv) many claim they should be accorded special allowance to continue polluting.   

Until we all accept that it is our individual and collective moral responsibility to reduce our emissions 

and stop seeking reasons to evade this responsibility, we will not solve the crisis.  Governor Brown 

charged state agencies to remedy the Oregon contribution to this crisis, a crisis generated as a 

consequence of the failure of industry to reduce emissions in response to the 2007 voluntary program.  

Now is the time to take advantage of the Executive Order and impose emissions reductions on those 

who have consistently evaded their responsibility to act. We need to level the playing field so those 

behaving responsibly do not suffer in competition with those who never will behave responsibly unless 

regulations require it. 

In closing, I draw to your attention comments I submitted on behalf of Southern Oregon Climate Action 

Now in relation to the 6 Technical Workshops, the first round of Public Hearings, each of the RAC 

sessions and the final Public Hearings.  These are linked on the SOCAN OCAP page: recent submissions 

are near the top while earlier submissions are linked below the 07/13/2021 UPDATE. 

 Respectfully submitted 
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