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SOCAN comments on the PUC Fossil Gas Factfinding 

Ms. Herb and PUC Colleagues: 

I write on behalf of over 1500 rural southern Oregonians who are Southern Oregon Climate Action Now, 

an organization committed to promoting awareness of the science of global warming and its climate 

change consequences, and motivating individual and collective action to address the problem.  

Whenever I reflect on the role of fossil gas companies in our collective effort to address climate change, 

I am reminded of the quote from Upton Sinclair (updated to a more gender sensitive era): “It is difficult 
to get an individual to understand something, when their salary depends on not understanding it.” For 

several years, fossil gas companies have been engaged in a campaign of obfuscation and deception as 

they try to paint their fossil fuel as a climate friendly bridge to the future or a solution to the climate 

crisis.  It is not!  

We have known for many years that the problem with fossil gas is the fugitive emissions that the 

industry has been unable to eliminate.   The leakage of methane severely compromises the combustion 

benefit of this fuel compared to coal and oil.  Some studies even suggest that these emissions 

completely negate that benefit and make fossil fuel more of a climate threat than these other fossil 

fuels.  A more complete discussion of this problem is available at Fossil (Natural) Gas: A Bridge to 

Nowhere. 

Indeed, the Climate and Clean Air Coalition and United Nations Environment Programme issued a report 

in early May this year with the statement: “A 45 per cent reduction in human-caused methane 

emissions by 2030 would put the world on a path to achieving the Paris Agreement Goal to keep 

warming to 1.5˚C this century.” The report further notes: “Available targeted methane measures, 

together with additional measures that contribute to priority development goals, can simultaneously 

reduce human-caused methane emissions by as much as 45 per cent, or 180 million tonnes a year 

(Mt/yr) by 2030.”  

Despite this long-understood problem and the growing realization among the public that fossil gas is no 

solution, the industry continues to ply its product as a solution with claims that it is ‘the clean fossil fuel,’ 
or ‘a clean-burning fuel.’  While these claims might be defensible on the grounds that the gas emits less 
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carbon dioxide per unit energy generated than coal or oil, they tell only half the story as they offer 

carefully worded language and complete omission of the apparently unavoidable fugitive emissions. 

The obfuscation of fossil gas companies is compounded by attempts to promote the product called 

Renewable Natural Gas.  As we discuss ways to reduce emissions in Oregon consistent with the 

Governor’s Executive Order 20-04, fossil gas companies repeatedly argue they can achieve a massive 

replacement of fossil gas by the product they claim has zero greenhouse gas emissions.  This claim is 

repeated despite the fact that study after study has concluded the capacity for RNG production is not 

sufficient to meet their optimistic expectations.  In addition, the claim that RNG is a net zero greenhouse 

gas fuel is based on the assertion that the only emissions resulting from its use are the combustion 

emissions of carbon dioxide trapped from our current atmosphere and thus returned to it.  Again, fossil 

gas companies ignore the emissions that result from the manufacture, processing, and transmission of 

the gas.  A more complete discussion of this issue is available at: What’s Up with RNG.  

The time has come when we should all accept that fossil gas has no place in a program designed to solve 

the climate crisis. This includes those of us in the fossil gas industry.  It must be phased out rapidly and 

completely. The solution is for these companies to acknowledge that they are in the energy business, 

not the fossil gas business.  They should diversify their activities and terminate their fossil gas 

promotion.    
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