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Willow-Witt Ranch.

Businesses Taking Action
This survey is intended to measure the environmental and social action taken by your company, and to 

encourage future commitments. Please answer each question to the best of your ability not all questions 

need to be answered. Answers will be posted on SOCAN's website. For additional information, visit the 

project explanation at (https://socan.eco/project-explanation/). 

Estimated time for completion: 30 minutes

Business name

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://socan.eco/project-explanation/&sa=D&ust=1607381878899000&usg=AFQjCNGUFaYXCfRHJSk-N0egY3E24WGnFg
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We have a certiPed organic vegetable garden spring through fall and a year round certiPed organic raw 

goats milk herd share dairy.  We are certiPed by Oregon Tilth.

We also offer farm stays with a 3 bedroom 2 bath house accommodation, a farm stay studio, and a full 

campground with kitchen and bath house( and tent camping or staying in wall tents with comfortable 

beds and a wood stove) to assist with education about where food comes,  disconnected from grid 

electricity and cell phones so there is time to reconnect with nature.   We host weddings and family 

reunions.

We have a 501 c (3) non-proPt The Crest, for out door education.  We focus on services to Title I schools 

and children and youth who lack the ability to play in the woods and experience a farm and nature Prst 

hand.

We recently opened The Forest Conservation Burial Ground and the Conservation Pet Cemetery for 

green/natural burial

We have restored 80 acres of wetland excluding cattle grazing from our 445 acres which is a private in 

holding in the Cascade Siskiyou National Monument.  The return of fresh water running off the land lead 

the endangered Western Pond Turtle to walk their way to our pond over the last 8 years and establish the 

highest elevation breeding population known to this turtle now at 5000 feet when it is usually at 3000 

feet.  A story of climate change and need for higher elevations and also the loss of their natural wetland 

habitats.

We actively manage over 200 acres of mixed conifer forests with a multi-age, multi-species population 

striving to maintain our older trees and a healthy under-story.

info@willowwittranch     541-890-1998 or info@theforestconservationburial.org

Environmental Action

Brief description of the products and/or services you provide

Contact information



12/7/20, 1(58 PMBusinesses Taking Action

Page 3 of 12https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/1S6YLnjri1wMoCkbWvx3UbLLOv3x…zxijxB8_B8dzriYoYlcgN_nTxrEJvSjXGIrqtzd5hsSvbUZb-1i3ePYLeNIcySs

An environmental management program covering waste generation, energy usage, water usage,

and greenhouse gas emissions

A greenhouse gas emissions (carbon) footprint assessment

Waste, energy, or water audits

A written policy regarding environmental stewardship with speciPc goals, actions, and targets for

the future

We do not have methods in place to measure environmental impact

Other:

We are off grid on solar electricity and a micro-hydro electric unit.  We have gas and diesel generators as 

back up and can monitor our use by how often we have to replenish our fossil fuels.

1. How do you strive to measure and reduce your businesses environmental impact?

2. If you selected any of the above options, please provide information on the results of

measurement, and identify your plans for improvement
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Tracking renewable energy vs non-renewable energy consumed

Tracking electricity, water and/or heat consumed

Measuring the impact of company vehicles

Measuring fossil fuels used on-site

Measuring lifecycle emissions of products or services sold

We do not have any mechanisms to measure our carbon footprint

Other:

We improved our solar system in 2019 and have reduced the amount of use of the gasoline generator

We have monitored the nitrates and coliforms in the seasonal stream below our barns that have a green 

buffer and we do not increase these elements from our operation.

We used to raise pigs and transport them over 200 miles for slaughter and hauling the meat to process 

into sausage.  We stopped this practice due to its resourse expenditure and only raise what we use on 

the farm

3. How does your company measure and manage Green House Gas (GHG) emissions?

If you selected any of the above options, provide information on what you measure and the

results

4. Does your company set emission reduction goals? If yes, describe goals and e!o"s taken

to meet them
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Wind energy

Solar energy

Geothermal Energy

Hydropower

Bioenergy

We do not use any forms of renewable energy

Other:

Provide information on how your company interacts with the supply chain
Examples include but are not limited to the following questions. All questions do not need to be answered

5. Have any public commitments been made to reduce emissions? If yes, identify

commitments and actions taken to meet them

6. Does your business take any of its energy from renewable resources?



12/7/20, 1(58 PMBusinesses Taking Action

Page 6 of 12https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/1S6YLnjri1wMoCkbWvx3UbLLOv3x…zxijxB8_B8dzriYoYlcgN_nTxrEJvSjXGIrqtzd5hsSvbUZb-1i3ePYLeNIcySs

Yes

No

Unsure

0-20%

20-40%

40-60%

60-80%

80-100%

Unsure

7. Do you buy from local suppliers (within 100 miles of business) when possible?

8. If you answered yes to the above question, how much of your product is locally obtained?
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Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

9. Do you prioritize suppliers that go through a third-pa"y ce"i#cation?

A certiPcation must be independent (governed by a third party), transparent, standards-based, and have a veriPcation

process. Examples of these type of products are: Cradle-to-Cradle certiPcation, Fair Trade certiPcation, Global GAP,

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certiPed, Green Seal, Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certiPed, USDA Organic,

CAFE, Rainforest Alliance, Bcorporation

10. Do you have policies in place to ensure a living wage along the entire supply chain if

products are purchased from outside the United States?

11. Provide any other relevant information regarding supply chain management:
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We use no-till agricultural techniques/regenerative agriculture.  We compost all animal waste with 

carbon input from wood chips when needed and actively turn the compost so it reaches a temperature 

over 130 degrees for 2 weeks.  We use biochar (essentially charcoal in Pne bits) to absorb ammonia 

from the barn loaPng areas which are then composted and use it on the melting loaPng areas in the 

spring to prevent nitrogen leaching into the water ways.  We have kilns to burn scrap wood and logging 

materials to make a coarse product for multiple uses.  We use EM1 when applying the biochar in the 

barns to facilitate bacterial and mycelial activity before it reaches the compost pile and limits ordorous 

emissions.

Our forest management plan goal is to remove only diseased and dying trees while still maintaining 

wildlife habitat and striving to maintain space for our oldest trees while having a multi-species, multi-age 

forest.  Climate change has had an incredible impact on the naturally regenerating white Pr with  disease 

burden from drought and insects.  We are also seeing this in pine with insects but less than the white Pr.  

We have actively managed our forests which were clear cut in the 1960's and for the last 30 years we 

have thinned and replanted.

We excluded cattle from our wetland meadows in 2004 and have witnessed the return of water running 

off the land year round with wetland sponge restoring.  Our bird count has increased including more 

species diversity.

When we host events of up to 300-350 people, we are washable plates and glasses and utensils, 

recycling glass and cans with 1/2 of a garbage bag of waste to the dump.

Social Action

12. How does your product or service preserve or restore the environment?
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Employee feedback mechanisms

Health and safety protection policies

Employee support provided regarding COVID-19

Job eexibility

Strong company culture

Other:

Highest paid is $25/hour and lowest pay is $10/hour

1. How do you ensure employee satisfaction?

2. What is the monetary di!erence between your highest paid executive and your lowest

paid employee?
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A company majority-owned or -led by individuals who belong to a minority race, underrepresented

community, or gender

Prioritizing suppliers from underrepresented communities

Employee training in any of the following areas: Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Community

Engagement, Leadership, Accessibility

Discounts for BIPOC community

Partnering with organizations focused on social justice work

Other:

We donate any excess food produced to the local food bank.

Our non-proPt for outdoor education focus on DEI

good food, loved animals, improving our little piece of the environment and sharing it with all

3. How do you work to improve workplace diversity and inclusivity?

4. How have your company's priorities regarding social/environmental justice evolved over

time? How do they continue to evolve to meet the needs of future generations?

5. How do your products or services improve the quality of life of the community?
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SOU masters in environmental ed program and students utilizing our site for their programs and classes, 

We had day care during covid with social distancing and out door activity.  Our employees volunteer at 

aid centers post Pre,  we plan to participate in re greening the green way from the Pre.

I think I got them all in but our goal is to leave our land in better shape than when we started our 

habitation and to leave it to those who will love and care for the earth as it cares for us.  Resiprosity in all 

we do.

thank you for all your work and thank you and love for SOCAN   And Gabrela, SOCAN has our logo and if 

not, let me know

Yes

No

6. How does your company give back to the community? How are employees encouraged

to give back?

Identify events, organizations, non-proPts, or other forms of activism that your company has supported over the last

three years:

Add any other relevant information regarding the environmental and social pe$ormance of

your company that the questions failed to address

Anything else you would like to add in regards to this survey or the project itself

Thank you for pa"icipating! Does SOCAN have permission to make your answers public?
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Please send the logo that you would like us to use on our website to gabriela@socan.eco

This form was created inside of Oregon State University.
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