
Landowner Comments on Water Permits  
for Jordan Cove and Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline  

Overview 

The Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline and the Jordan Cove LNG export terminal, collectively called 
“Jordan Cove” would impact 485 rivers, streams, and waterbodies in Oregon, many of which are on 
private landowners’ ranches, backyards, woods, and farms. Landowners have an important role to 
play in persuading the state of Oregon deny critical water quality permits that could stop the gas 
pipeline and export facility once and for all. Similar gas pipelines in Oregon, New York and 
Maryland have been denied through the “Clean Water Act” process because of impacts to 
rivers, streams and wetlands.  
 
Who, when, and where? 
Two state agencies and one federal agency have the opportunity to deny permits to Jordan Cove 
based on the negative impacts to waterways in Oregon.  
 

Agency Permit What it covers Timeline 

Oregon 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) 

401 Impacts to water quality of the pipeline 
and export facility construction, 
maintenance, and risk of leaks.  

60 day to comment 
starting May 22, 2018;  
due by July 21, 2018 

US Army Corps 
of Engineers 
(ACE) 

404 Impacts to water quality of removing 
material from, or filling in, waterways. 

60 day to comment 
starting May 22, 2018;  
due by July 21, 2018 

Oregon 
Department of 
State Lands 
(DSL) 

Removal 
& Fill 

Impacts to public navigation, fisheries, 
and recreational uses of water from 
removing material from, or filling in, 
waterways (i.e., filling a wetland or 
dredging the bay). 
 

Not open yet 

 
Why landowner comments are powerful 
You  are an expert on the streams, creeks, wetlands, floodplains, springs and roads on your property. 
Canadian-based Pembina and their pipeline contractors are not nearly as familiar with Oregon’s 
rugged, mountainous landscape as you are, and haven’t surveyed all of the private lands. Providing 
the agencies with information about the water on your property builds their case for denying the 
permits. Additionally, you can also touch on impacts that dredging and construction would have on 
water quality, drinking water, wildlife, recreation, fishing, navigation of public waters and more.  
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Writing effective comments 

The agencies are required to restrict negative impacts such as increased water temperature, too 
much sediment, disruption (“turbidity”), introduction of herbicides and other chemicals, and damages 
to fish and other habitats. Talking about these water quality measures strengthens your comments. 

Water temperature   --  Talk about the amount of shade provided by vegetation and trees that 
cover springs and creeks on your property currently, and what it would look like after the 
clearcut. In many areas, the construction right-of-way will clear 95 feet or more along 
streams. 

Sediment  --  Describe the type of soil and steepness of the banks around the area that the 
construction near water would happen. Digging and removal of vegetation could increase 
erosion and thus add more sediment to the waterways,  

Turbidity  --  36 streams in the proposed route have bedrock. Construction might mean 
blasting or power hammering to bury the pipe, which FERC admits will likely permanently 
alter the stream and the habitats it provides. It could also change groundwater resources. 

Herbicides and chemicals  --  Vegetation buffers help prevent an overload of the herbicides 
used to keep the right-of-way clear near any water on your property. The company proposes 
spraying herbicides on the right-of-way to keep the vegetation cleared. 

Fish habitat  --  Mentioning the types of fish, shellfish, dragonflies and other critters that 
you’ve seen in and around the water might help protect your creek section. 

Drinking Water   --  Do you or your neighbors rely on local groundwater or surface water for 
your home, farm, or business? Consider how pipeline construction could impact these 
resources, or ask for clarification if you haven’t received information from Jordan Cove. 

 
 
See the template email letter below for detailed suggestions on how to write your comments. 
 
 
For assistance  writing or submitting your comment, or with questions about the process, please feel 
free to contact us: 

Maya Jarrad 
Landowner Organizer,  
Landowner Advisory Committee 
541-841-2330 
noLNGexports@gmail.com 

 Stacey Detwiler 
Conservation Dir, 
Rogue Riverkeeper 
541-488-9831 
stacey@rogueriverkeeper.org 
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How do I submit my comments? 
You can submit one set of comments to both agencies. 
 

How to 
submit 
comments 

Use this subject line: 
 
NWP-2017-41 Clean Water Act 404 and 401 Public Comment 
 
Email to: 

NWP-2017-41@usace.army.mil  
JCEP401PublicComment@deq.state.or.us 
noLNGexports@gmail.com  
Kristen.sheeran@oregon.gov 
Jason.Miner@oregon.gov  
 

OR Mail to: 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
North Bend Field Office 
2201 North Broadway Suite C 
North Bend, OR 97459-2372 

and 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality  
165 E. 7 th Ave, Suite 100 
Eugene, OR 97401 
Attn: 401 Water Quality Certification Project Manager, Chris Stine 
 

 
How do I format my comments? 
 

Tyler Krug 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
North Bend Field Office 
2201 North Broadway Suite C 
North Bend, OR 97459-2372 
 
Chris Stine 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality  
165 E. 7th Ave, Suite 100 
Eugene, OR 97401 
 
[Insert the date] 
 
RE: NWP-2017-41 Clean Water Act 404 and 401 Public Comment 
 
Dear Mr. Krug and Mr. Stine: 
 
[Insert your written comments here]. 
 
Sincerely, 
[Insert your name] 
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EXAMPLE EMAIL COMMENT TEMPLATE 
 
The following is a sample email template that you can personalize with your specific concerns.  
 
Email to: 

NWP-2017-41@usace.army.mil 
JCEP401PublicComment@deq.state.or.us 
noLNGexports@gmail.com  
Kristen.sheeran@oregon.gov 
Jason.Miner@oregon.gov  

 
Email subject line: 

NWP-2017-41 Clean Water Act 404 and 401 Public Comment 
 
Email body text: 

Dear Mr. Krug and Mr. Stine: 

I strongly oppose the Jordan Cove Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and Pacific Connector 
Pipeline proposed project (NWP-2017-41) because it will significantly harm Oregon’s rivers 
and streams. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality should deny the Clean Water Act 404 and 401 permits because the 
project does not comply with the Clean Water Act.  

Specifically, I am concerned because _____ 

Start with an overview of how many, what kind of waterbodies, are on your property, 
and how they might be impacted by pipeline construction and/or maintenance 
(Streams, creeks, wetlands, ponds, wells, springs, rivers, mud flats, etc; Both seasonal 
and year-round). 

Example: I live in Klamath County on the pipeline Right-of-Way. The pipeline would 
cross Willow Creek on my property. Willow Creek flows into Evans Creek. I am 
concerned that construction will erode the bank and muddy up spawning grounds 
and my irrigation pump.  
 
Example: The pipeline is proposed to be built within 75 feet of a small wetland, 
approximately 10x50 ft, that is wet 3 seasons of the year. The pipeline will likely 
increase temperature and turbidity in the stream, and reduce water quantity for our 
irrigation pump. 

 

 
The project does not comply with the Clean Water Act because it will significantly degrade 
our rivers and streams, will violate state water quality standards, and is not in the public 
interest. 
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Do you have wetlands on your property that would be impacted by pipeline 
construction and/or maintenance? 

Example: I don’t have a creek on my property, but I have a lot of springs that flow in 
the winter and I have concern about construction impacts to those springs. The 
pipeline will alter the flow of water in this area, possibly permanently. Even if the 
wetland isn’t permanently filled, it will be permanently altered. And the company has 
not properly mapped this wetland area. 

Do you have a drinking water well on your property? 

Example: The well for my house is near proposed construction and the crossing of 
Little Butte Creek. The pipeline would cross between the hills that provide runoff to 
feed my groundwater and my 3 downhill neighbors’ wells. DEQ must evaluate how 
construction of the pipeline may impact groundwater resources like my own well, 
diminishing the quality and quantity of water available to us. 

Do you have areas in the proposed route that are prone to winter flooding? 

Example: The maps show road construction on my property in an area that floods in 
heavy winter rains. The application does not address stormwater pollution and 
sediment that could become a problem as a result of pipeline construction in 
flood-prone areas. The application does not address how road construction will 
impact water quality in my area, including increasing sediment runoff  

Would any trees that shade creeks on your property be cut down for the pipeline?  

Example: They’d have to cut down willows and alder to run that pipeline through 
Shale Creek on my property. The largest tree in the 95-foot clearcut is about 5 feet 
in diameter. Without this shade, the temperature of the stream will increase, and the 
habitat quality for fish and wildlife will be damaged. 

What kind of fish have you seen in your stream? Coho salmon? Green sturgeon? Any 
other sensitive species in the area that you know about? 

Example: Steelhead and salmon have run up this creek every year since 1978, but 
salmon numbers are pretty low in recent years. Pipeline construction will impact not 
just this stream, but also the streams that feed into it. The company should be 
required to avoid impacts to fish-bearing streams. As proposed, the project will 
harm this fish habitat by increasing stream temperatures, reducing shade, and 
increasing sedimentation. 

What type of material is the streambed? (Rock; Sand, then rock; Dirt, etc) 

Example: The stream has a lot of bedrock. I haven’t received information from the 
company on how they plan to put the pipe through the bedrock. Will they be using 
explosives or drills? How do they plan to cover the pipe? Installing a pipe through 
bedrock could permanently alter the hydrology of the area, impacting both the 
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quality and quantity of water downstream. I want to know what plans Jordan Cove 
has to protect the pipe during high water from scouring out or becoming uncovered. 

How often and how much does the stream change course?  

Example: The stream flows about 6 inches deeper in its bed than when we moved in 
15 years ago. It has eroded some small sections of the bank. Pipeline construction 
will increase erosion, cause the bank to scour more, and harm water quality by 
increasing temperature and sedimentation. 

Do large logs or other materials come down the stream frequently? 

Example: Every 3-4 years, the creek flows strong enough to carry 2-foot diameter 
logs and debris through the stream. Every spring, the creek flushes sediments 
through from January to April. Pipeline construction and operation will diminish 
streamside vegetation that contributes large woody debris that is important for 
habitat. 

Do you use water on your property for recreation like fishing, rafting, etc? 

Example: My family and I use the Umpqua River and Myrtle Creek for swimming 
and rafting in the summer, and always spend a few days eating and vacationing in 
the local towns. My kids and dogs cool off in the creek during the summer. We won’t 
be rafting during construction and I have strong hesitations about rafting in the 
future should the pipeline be built. I am concerned that trenching, blasting, and 
damming the small streams will pollute the river by increasing muddiness, and I’m 
concerned about the potential for a ‘frac-out’ of drilling fluids into the river while 
the company is drilling underneath it.  

Do you rely on water on your property for agriculture?  

Example: We rely on our groundwater for ranching. We lay our own 4” diameter 
pipes through our fields to water our cattle,  moving them every few years to new 
pasture areas. We use 2 to 3 acre-feet of water per year on the 8 acres of crops. 

Are there areas along the proposed pipeline route on your property that are prone to 
landslides and erosion? 

Example: The pipeline route is on a steep hill above my house and I’ve watched the 
slope erode over the last 40 years. I’ve spent time and money stabilizing parts of 
that hill.  

Have you observed drought impacts on your property? If so, what have you observed? 

Example: My ponds always used to fill up every winter, but not every year anymore. 
The creeks often dry up earlier than they used to and we have fewer fish.  
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Do you notice any pollution problems currently? (Especially of the water quality 
measures that DEQ is required to manage: high water temperatures and exposure to 
sun, harm to fish habitat, increased murkiness, etc.). 

Example: We get more algae than we used to in summer months and the watershed 
council did some testing out here in 2015 and found summer stream temperatures 
were too hot for salmon. I am concerned about increased degradation of the water 
quality caused by construction, maintenance, herbicides, or a leak. 

The company estimates they will need 58-90 million gallons of water to “test” the pipe. 
If they are drawing or discharging water on your property you should mention this.  

Example: Where are all of the discharge stations for the hydrostatic testing? How 
will Jordan Cove deal with the tens of 1000’s of gallons discharged at each 
location? 

Ask the agency as many questions as you have about impacts and plans to mitigate or 
make up for damage locally 

Example: What is the specific construction plan for my creek and what kind of 
mitigation will take place in my area to minimize impacts to water quality and fish?  

Example: Is the company going to replant the temporary construction zone? How 
will they ensure those plantings succeed?  

Include what you like about the aesthetics of your water feature. Aesthetics are 
protected as a “beneficial use.” 

Example: In addition to the direct uses of the water, the creek is also very beautiful, 
and is one of the reasons we purchased the property. A 95-foot clearcut of the 
vegetation would drastically reduce the aesthetics of the creek.  

Include your specific concerns about how the project is not in the public interest and 
will harm our rivers and our communities. 

Example: This project is one of the largest and most environmentally harmful 
private projects in Oregon. It threatens fish, clean water, recreation, and wildlife. 

 
I strongly oppose this project and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality should deny the Clean Water Act 404 and 401 permits. 
Due to the complexity of the project, the agencies should extend the public comment period 
from 60 days to 120 days to allow the public to read through the extensive application. 
Additionally, the agencies should host public hearings in all impacted communities along the 
pipeline route. Many people living in southern Oregon don’t have regular access to internet. 
Public hearings are necessary to ensure to voices of rural Oregonians are heard. 
 
Sincerely, 
[ Insert your name & address ] 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
 
Can DEQ Deny The Project? 
 
Yes. DEQ denied a much smaller LNG terminal and pipeline on the Columbia River because it would 
have diminished water quality and habitat, and negatively impacted “beneficial uses” like fish 
passage; fish rearing; fish spawning; resident and aquatic life; wildlife and hunting; fishing; and 
aesthetic quality. You should point out which “beneficial uses” - most commonly fish, fish habitat, 
drinking water, aesthetics, etc. - would be impacted in your area. And highlight how the pipeline will 
impair water quality and habitat. 
 
What is the Clean Water Act and the background of the Permits? 
 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality will hold a public comment period on the Jordan Cove 
LNG 401 application. Similarly, the US Army Corps of Engineers will be also be accepting public 
comments on the associated 404 application. They are giving us 60 days to submit comments on 
proposed water permits impacting your property. Oregon Department of State Lands will likely also 
have a 30-day comment period on the impacts of dredging and displacement of soil at waterways 
along the route. The purpose of the State’s removal & fill statutes (ORS 196.795-990) serve to 
protect public navigation, fishery and recreational uses of the waters related to removal of material 
from wetlands, streambeds and bottom of bays, or the deposit of material there as well. Jordan Cove 
would excavate a total of 6.3 million cubic yards of material from wetlands and waterways along the 
pipeline route including years of maintenance dredging.  
 
The Clean Water Act is the cornerstone of protections for streams and rivers in the United States 
and was signed into law in 1972, after the Cuyahoga river burst into flames in 1969. At its core, the 
Clean Water Act makes discharging pollution into our waterways illegal without a permit. A permit 
sets a specific limit on the amount of pollution that can be released into a river or stream, and 
considers the increase in cumulative pollution for that waterbody.  
 
Jordan Cove needs the 401, 404, and Removal & Fill permits because they are proposing actions 
such as dredging Coos Bay, drilling under the Rogue, Umpqua, Klamath, and other rivers, cutting 
trees that shade fish-bearing streams, and building directly through smaller streams, wetlands, and 
ponds.  
 
Do I have to report a wetland or the Endangered Species? 
 
It’s up to you: Wetlands are areas that have saturated soil either year-round or seasonally and as a 
result, they often have different vegetation, such as cattails and reeds. Wetlands can receive 
protections under the law like other types of surface water, so including them in your comments may 
help stop or redirect the pipeline. In addition to the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species Act is 
a law that provides us with tools to stop Jordan Cove. Maps already exist for the current and 
historical protected fish habitat locations, but any specific information about these fish would be 
helpful to the campaign against Jordan Cove. 
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