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Please don’t feel compelled to use all bullets points: select those you feel most comfortable using and 

rewrite (simplify) in your own words but please include as the critical item # 14.  Essentially, the shorter 

the better, but less than a page is a good target.  You are not trying to persuade them with the science, 

merely expressing your view and your wish for their action.   

It’s great to contact supporters in the legislature so they have ammunition to justify the claim that their 

constituents demand action (e.g. Pam Marsh). It’s also important to contact deniers and skeptics so 

they know their constituents demand action and they cannot legitimately claim no-one in their District 

cares or has contacted them (e.g. most Republicans).  Your communications might move fence-sitters in 

our direction, and vocal opponent towards quietness. 

Please start with a personal reason why you feel GHG legislation is important, then select points from 

that you’d like to make and revise them (simplify them) in your own words – or generate your own 

points.  The key point is item 1 – which could be the first point or the climax – as you feel most 

appropriate – but please don’t focus on carbon – refer to ‘climate pollution’ or ‘greenhouse gas 
emissions’ – the former is probably better since nobody like ‘pollution.’   

When writing to your own reps, make sure you include your address so they know you are a constituent 

– and if you are a young person (say, under 30) please insist that our representatives honor their 

constitutional commitment to honor the public trust doctrine: that certain natural and cultural 

resources are preserved for public use, and that the government owns and must protect and maintain 

these resources for the public's use.  This includes our climate.  Evidence suggests communications from 

our youth (especially those in school) can be very persuasive.  

The Bottom Line Request: 

1) For future generation of Oregonians, peoples throughout the world, and the biodiversity of 

the planet, I urge you to collaborate with colleagues in the legislature to take all necessary 

steps to reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases (climate pollution) within the state to 

levels comparable with those necessary globally to achieve the Paris Agreement target of 2⁰C 

(3.6⁰F) above pre-industrial levels, but preferably closer to 1.5⁰C (2.7⁰F) above pre-industrial 

levels. 

Important Components you’d like to see in a bill (the principles): 

2) It is critical that a bill should address greenhouse gas emissions not just carbon since the latter 

encourages natural gas fracking and leakage – and may be worse than coal 

 



3) $4The bill should address Social Justice and Equity since disadvantaged communities not only 

suffer most from the impact of climate change but also but are also likely to suffer most from 

proposed remedies unless their plight is considered.    

 

4) A just transition fund and high road standards for contractors should be incorporated so 

dislocated workers are treated fairly. 

 

5) Promoting economic progress in rural communities to support such areas of the state. 

 

6) The assessment of complete life cycle emissions should be included so leakage and fugitive 

emissions do not escape accounting. 

 

7) A mechanism within the program to ensure that policies keep up with the developing 

scientific understanding and recognizes the emissions reduction requirements that 

understand implies. 

Background - Science 

8) Despite the claims of anti-science deniers that there is debate and uncertainty in the scientific 

community about global warming, 97% or more of climate scientists agree that the planet is 

warming and human activity, resulting in the release of greenhouse gases, is responsible. 

 

9) Despite the claims made by fake news purveyors, several analyses show that the warming of 

the planet did not slow significantly during the first decade of this Century compared to the 

1970s - 1998 trend.  Meanwhile, with 2016 displaying the warmest global average since 

records began in 1880, the warming since (and including) 2011 has been faster than the 

overall trend since the 1970s.  

 

10) Contrary to claims of the science deniers, climate models do not overestimate trends.  In fact, 

in many cases, the models either underestimate the severity of trends (as in the rate of Arctic 

Ice mass reduction) or actual data are at the high extreme of projections (as in ocean level 

rise).  Essentially, models have proven remarkably accurate or have underestimated the 

severity of trends or impacts. 

 

11)  If we continue the ‘business as usual ‘ behavior of accelerating fossil fuel use and accelerating 
greenhouse gas emissions, projections for the balance of this century indicate a degree of 

global warming that will compromise our global natural systems (forests, woodland, 

grasslands, tundra, deserts) – threatening the biodiversity they support, and equally 

profoundly compromising human agriculture, forestry, and fisheries. 

 

12) In addition to threatening the natural systems on which we depend, global warming is also 

posing serious direct human health threats through heat waves, droughts, water and food 

shortages, floods, decreased air quality, and increased risk from water and vector borne 

diseases. 

Regional Impacts: 



13) ‘Business As Usual’ projections for the Rogue Valley suggest that by the end of the century the 
temperature will average some 8 - 9⁰F higher than the late 20th century average, a warming 

that will not only threaten our local natural systems, agriculture, and forestry, but probably 

reduce the viability of some critical commercial tree species.  

The Cause: 

14) The cause for the increased warming, climate change, and increasingly frequent droughts, 

floods, severe weather, and ‘natural disasters’ is well understood to be the greenhouse gases 
emitted as a result of human activity.  These are Carbon dioxide, methane (the primary 

component of natural gas), nitrous oxide, ozone and several minor gases released as a result 

of fossil fuel extraction and combustion, land management, and agriculture.  

Solutions: 

15) The good news is that since it’s caused by us, we can address the problem. 

 

16) The basic solution to this problem is to reduce our use of fossil fuels and adjust to a 

sustainable, pollution-free energy system.   The technology to achieve this is available now.  

Indeed, studies indicate that the world could be powered by genuinely clean sustainable non-

fossil fuel energy today, if only we had the political will to do it. 

 

17) Efforts to reduce fossil fuel use through cap and trade programs have taken place in California 

and the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) comprising Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, 

Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont.  In states 

that have imposed an emissions cap, economic growth has exceeded that in the surrounding 

states where no such program has been imposed.  The evidence is clear that greenhouse cap 

programs do not tank economies. 

 

18) Weather-related disasters imposed over $40 billion of damage in the U.S. in 2016.  The cost of 

a global failure to address climate change will be increasing agricultural losses, economic 

disruption, refugees, civil disorder, and military conflict.  There is no doubt that addressing 

global warming will be cheaper than not addressing it – especially since the latter will likely 

result in an uninhabitable planet. 

 

19) The 2015 Paris Agreement resulted in 194 signatories, of which 125 have now ratified.  The 

agreement took effect last November when 55 parties ratified the agreement accounting for 

55% of global emissions. To avoid global catastrophe, this agreement targets a global 

temperature increase of no more than 2 degrees C above pre-industrial revolution conditions, 

and urges an increase of only 1.5 degrees C. 

 

20) Since the U.S. Federal Government is failing to take appropriate steps to achieve the Paris 

Agreement goals, it is necessary for the states to take on this responsibility themselves. 

Additional Comment: 



21) In the absence of US leadership, the evidence indicates that China will become the world 

leader in developing the renewable energy technology for reducing emissions since that 

nation has made vast progress towards reducing its own emissions. 

 

22) Bills are being developed that:  

a. provide utility bill support for low income workers,  

b. assign revenue to rural districts (important in S and E Oregon), 

c. target support to disadvantaged and vulnerable communities,  

d. provide transition funds for dislocated workers.   

This prevents the cost of addressing climate change from falling on those Oregonians least 

economically able to handle emissions reductions. 


