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The Union of Concerned Scientists strongly supports investing in a modern transportation for Oregon—
one that provides the transportation infrastructure needed to maintain safe and reliable roads, bridges, 

and ports, and that provides more options for everyone, like convenient public transportation and safe 

places to walk and bike. 

 

In addition, we believe a modern transportation system in Oregon should provide clean air, a safer 

climate, and improved health for all of Oregon’s communities. As the legislature considers how to spend 

public tax dollars to improve the state’s transportation system, we hope the legislature will also invest in 

advanced transportation technologies that can address climate change and adequately protect public 

health. Investing in the following technologies can help cut emissions from the transportation sector, 

which accounts for about one-third of Oregon’s total global warming emissions: 

 

1. Electrifying passenger cars: 

Electric vehicles i(EVs) in Oregon iiproduce fewer global warming emissions than any gasoline-powered 

vehicles on the road (equivalent to a 94 mpg gasoline car). As Oregon continues to transition to cleaner 

sources of electricity, the climate advantages of EVs will only increase. Additionally, because fueling with 

electricity is cheaper than gasoline, drivers save money that can be spent in economic sectors that create 

local jobs. Electricity prices are also remarkably stable compared with gasoline. Even with a higher 

sticker price, the total cost of owning an EV can be lower than owning a conventional gasoline vehicle.  

Despite these advantages, EVs still face barriers to their adoption, so policies are needed that will make 

EVs available and affordable for more Oregonians. We encourage the Legislature to consider the 

following measures to encourage EVs: 

1. Rebates for the purchase or lease of zero-emission and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles 

2. Targeted programs for low-income, disadvantaged, and rural populations 

 

2. Cleaning Oregon’s Freight System 

Our economy depends on trucks, trains and ships to move all kinds of goods and commodities to market. 

Unfortunately, because the freight system relies on diesel-powered engines, these emissions are a 

significant source of particulate matter and global warming pollution. Oregon must modernize its freight 

system to provide clean air, a safer climate, and improved health for all of its communities.  

A clean, modern freight system will rely on deployment of advanced zero-emissions technologies, as well 

as smarter conventionally powered trucks that are far more fuel-efficient and less polluting than those 

on the road today. We encourage the Legislature to consider the following measures to help create a 

cleaner freight system: 



  

 

1. Incentives for commercialized hybrid and electric trucks iiiand transit buses 

2. Demonstration projects for zero-emission drayage ivtrucks and port equipment 

3. Help fleets retrofit or replace highly-polluting diesel trucks 

 

3. The Clean Fuels Program 

 

Oregon deserves a strong transportation funding package to repair crumbling infrastructure and support 

transit options. But Oregonians should not have to choose between transportation and clean fuels. 

 

The Clean Fuels Program will reduce global warming emissions from transportation and improve air 

quality by cutting global warming emissions from cars and trucks by 10 percent over the next decade. By 

increasing the share of electricity and biofuels into our state's transportation fuel mix, we can also 

expand business opportunities and create new jobs right here in the Beaver State 

 

i For more about electric vehicles, visit UCS’ webpage on EV common Q&As here: http://www.ucsusa.org/clean-

vehicles/electric-vehicles/ev-faq.html#.V41lo_krKHs 

 
ii Oregon specific information on passenger EVs can be found here: http://www.ucsusa.org/clean-vehicles/electric-

vehicles/oregon-evs#.V41mXfkrKHs 

 
iii For more on electric trucks, visit our webpage and download the report on electric trucks here: 

http://www.ucsusa.org/clean-vehicles/electric-vehicles/electric-truck-technology#.V41j5fkrKHs 

 
iv Drayage trucks transport cargo or shipments over a very short distance, which makes them great candidates for 

early electrification. 
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